
COAL FATALITY 
PIKE COUNTY, KETUCKY 

REPUBLIC STEEL CORPORATION 
REPUBLIC - #11498 
DECEMBER 7, 1949 

I 9LJq 01..o JD 

Clayton Derossett was injured in an underground haulage accident at 
1 a.m. and died on December 8, 1949. 
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For Inspector's Use only 

STATE OF KENTUCKY 

· ·· DEPARTMENT ·OFt~UNJ:iiS 1\ND MINERALS .. 
• I 
t. 1...• 

• . t .. 

Name · of -pe1:~oh killed. __;.JQlUJ·aa;_ rt~••••·_· D.w.11•!.l.:r;:J11.41U1lul~•1Jt11.Jt11.-··:'-----=-------, . ...-----,.~_ _-
.; ~ " . . .... , . { \. 

2. · Age"-·----,-,' 2 ... 1...__ _____ _ 3·• · ·Married. __ or· si_n~· 1e;'. · • 1 ...... g •.. I 

_4. 

6. 

8. 

') 

DependentE,il -· _.. • ..,a.,.t1~•a..;. ______ .,. __ 5·:-· · Nati9~a~ity'bel"UJ~• 
- .'. ., \ /. 

Length ·of t:i.ma- in s_ervice 2 -,:r•-'1 mo. 
. . . ... • •. • • ' 'Jf ·( . 

~ ·:-.. 

Occupation __.S..&Jn1a1,p1,,1.p~J 7J._-, _ ... B .... :.-e11-C:81,.1Janw_wSia.iW..__7 • 

Total !,1:ining Exper:1.ence ·. · 4: 7ea~S.:...-· -------.....-·~-;_. -_· ,--,-----
. 1:30 A,.M. . : . ·9:300::.A.M • . 

9• ·Date. of accident n.-e.2•19&9. · · 10. Date .of death Deo.e-1g4.g .. 
1:i,.. Witnesses 

' 
_. ' \_ 

12~ Statement of injured person --.1Hw•~•--•---------=---~-~----"--~--~·-- . . . .. ..... ,. ~- \ *· 
.~ , :-

- ' ' I. 

,-
r; 

'•.) . ; • ' . ,, l. • . I 'f .. ·•:: •. - • 

Ma.a_ :wa• aqliieezed be.tweea tl&e t.-4er cef a ••~tle OU' od )tlle .f:o~.f.• 
.... 

~) 
-----'------------. ~--.-. .:.....__;__,_-____ ·.;.__,-. -..:.,.(~)--

.•· ... 

-i, 

14-. Name of _hospital serit: _to, .if any, Ketlaed••~ • ~lceTille JC7, • 

15. Na:Ue of Company Republio Steel Corp,. ; r ) , 

·---- . . 
; ~ - .l 

16. Mine Republio ICJ:,o IH•• ' 

17. Post- Offtce... · Pilcev . .=!11=1=1'-=•-----18. County Jik,f:9: ______ _ 



Cause, in Detail, of accident 

Ml-• ClaJt••. l>ereeaet.t, as.• 211 w1l1 t• ,America.• breakma•, with:· 4: 7eara 
et mi•ill.g e:i:perience,wa• ••T•r•l1' i•jured,Deoember? th 194g at 1:30 A.M. 
H• died December e .th at 9 :30 A.K. 

. Mr.Heward Sa7ers., • a :m.etermu. a•d .. ME-.ClaTt•• D•r••••tt a break• 
mo were attempi:ag t• lead a_ .. :9~1a:ttl•;: ••:r.. •• a. •til11i1'. track.Th• leoati•• :· 1~-wa• 100 feet back trom. th• tac• i• 1 st butt,etf 3 rd lett,•tt eld Mai•• '-,' · 

,·. ~• -twa ••• r•••SJlizei».g the hazard et low tep at ••d et th• 
rail• where· the7 wi•h•d te lead the ahuttl• oar,dee1d•4 to •tart th• wheel• 
ot the ahuttl• ,, oar up th• :ruway- ot th• ut111 t7: truckol'rem. thia peiat 
the7 wer• te attach a ohai• frem th• moter to the •h•ttle car ud C8Dl• 
P~•t• the loading. . liOTed . . - .,, ..... : .... - . .. ... . ................. .. . 

• · .. :-·_ ·: · Mr.Derossett llt!tt th• shuttle· oar back teward th• tac• to 
11•• up tlle wheel• with the ru.-w.7 et .the .11tilit7 truck. · .. 

i'he .l>l•oki•g •• the left. •1~• .o~: :fih• shuttle ear wa•· not 11p 
leTel · wit!l· the;~ blookiq •• th• right aid•.~~~• wa• u. ott-set of about 
4: iacu. • . ...., i, . . . . . 

-· · The· meterm.u. wa• don. behi•d the truQko Thia wa• . te ••~ bl• l:l1llL 
t• tell wh•• the wheel• w•r• 1• 11•• with the ru-way ef th• ut111t7 
tnoko ·-· ···· ..... · ........... · · . . .. , . . .. • . . 

MreD•ro•••tt etarte4 back with th• ahuttl• car aad did ••t atop 
wh•• the· trot·wh••l• reached th• ru-wa7.H• hit .th• ett•••t 1• the bleok• 
1•g betw•e• the rail• aad the util1t7 truck aad weat •• up the rwa.•wa7. 
The :f'ru.twh.••1• ·came ·to·reat •• up the rua-wa7 aad the rear wheel• oame 
te rest agu.iat the ott-aet,Wh•r• he had 1•teaded to step the troat wheel•• 

.. · .... It·--1•· aupp•••4· that the --3ar the _JIU. reoieTed a• the tr••t wheel• 
eroaaed ~•~•t~hr•wllr. Bereasett up out of the shuttle oar seat a•d 
he .waa. cru•h•t· betwee:a -th• ·teader-- et-·the ahuttl• ear aad the reet aa th• 
shuttle oar· elimbed "t!he ru.•way; · * .· · 

... ·The--·whu.ttle · ·oar eam• t• ·a •·stop after the- m.aa had released th• 
pressure•• the teot start•• butto•1ije.waa released after paasing the low 
~--•t 1:il :th•·: t·~p~_Th• .low·•tep ·,at :·:t;h1• ·p•i•t waa·,mad• more hazard,eua b7 th• 
pr•s••t• et a brew. Thi• brew •xt••d•d out 4: teet :f'rom the ri boit waa 8½ 
1•chea·th1ok·e• the rib .. aad ru eut ·te·a feather eds•• 

Reeemme•dat1•••a . . . . . ' 

(1) That ah11ttle c_ara b• leaded .. at a pei•t that allows 
olearu.c• it.eeded t•--·perr•l"JII. thi'• taak --•ately. · ·- · 

(2) That proper bleckiag be placed at th• ••d• et the nu.-ways 
to utility tnclca b•t•r• leadiag 1• atarted0 · 

(3) That it it beca•• ••oes•arT te load wller• clearaaoe 1• 
••t·pr••••t,That a ehai• be uei te P••T••t .the reeccur•••• ot the aboTe 
aooideatJ;late of Investigation 

• ,. ,. ~ '\, • .,._. ~, • ~•. • ' . l 

Date ot hTeat1gat1e:a: 
December 10-1.~49 . · _t ·.· 

r 

December 12-1949 
f 

... 'l',.Galli•a~Jigin.g 
· ·· · · · .. . District Inspector 
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